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NOTES AND NEWS 

At a meeting of the Aristotelian Society on June 7, Dr. F. W. Aveling 
read a paper on " Some Theories of Knowledge." 

" We begin the practical business of life equipped with a certain amount 
of knowledge gained by tradition and personal observation. We are per- 
sonally acquainted with what we call ' facts,' and in possession of a num- 
ber of ideal ' truths,' by means of which we are able to deal with our facts 
mentally. Our knowledge is of practical service to us, but, when we ex- 
amine it critically, problems emerge, any solution of which must modify 
our ordinary unreflecting realism. Yet we wish to find our common be- 
liefs justified and our convictions established beyond all possibility of 
criticism. This accounts for the strong tendency in the direction of real- 
ism. The realistic theories of knowledge which are being put forward 
at the present time form a moment in an ideological succession which 
goes back, through pragmatism and theory of the absolute, to criticism. 
Various neo-realistic theories were then passed in review, and a compari- 
son instituted between the modern doctrine of immediate awareness, and 
the Thomistic doctrine of introspection, according to which the mind in- 
tuits subject and object in their cognitive relation in every act or appre- 
hension. Finally the various theories were considered in regard to the 
problem of truth. The one positive and ultimate criterion admitted by 
realism was declared to be objective evidence. This at the same time de- 
termines assent and is its epistemological justification." — Athenwum. 

Dr. Joseph Peterson, who resigned from the chair of psychology in 
the University of Utah, has been appointed professorial lecturer in the 
University of Minnesota. 

Dr. Harold Chapman Brown, assistant professor of philosophy at Ice- 
land Stanford Junior University, gave two courses in philosophy at the 
Columbia University Summer session. 



